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my -wagons or other public property, if, in my opinion, such steps were necessary to preserve life. I could not help but smile to myself as I read (hut. portion of the order. I had no idea of burning or abandoning u wagon. A ftcr we liad separated from the main column, the chief of the engineers remarked to the officers, " How positively rttn^uine I lie genera11 is that ho will make this trip successfully." And so I was. I assured him from the first, and from day to day, thai the 7th Cavalry would bring them through all right. We had tin- «rood luck to strike, across and encounter, instead of serious obstacles, tin* most favorable country yet met by us for marching. Hitherto we had made about, fifteen miles per day; when we Marled on this trip we marched twenty-two miles one day and thirty-live the next, and so on, and brought in every wagon with which we started, reaching here about seven o'clock the morning of the sixth day from our separation.
Tbe main command headed back towards the Yellowstone, and expects to be twelve or thirteen days in making the trip. I am going to send an oHicer with his squadron in charge of fourteen wagons loaded with Forage to the. relief of the rest of the command.
Our location for next winter is settled. We shall he at Fort Lincoln, and the decision is sat isfactory to me. I presume you wish you were here to fftve the lieutenant-e.olonel of the battalion* a liUlc advice as to what companies shall be. designated for each station. So far as this reason alone is concerned, I am glad that you arc not here, as I not only would not wish you to attempt to influence suclx a de-c'JNJon, but that no person or persons might have just ground for im;i'/inin# that you had done so. The oUlcers are hinting strongly in the endeavor to ascertain " Who goes where?" but thus far none iirc imv the wiser, for the simple, reason that 1 have not decided the matter \ct in the case of a single troop.
It is a delicate, and in HOMO respects an undesirable task, as all, so f-ir as I know, desire to go to Fort. Lincoln. If no accident occurs, we hlmll reach there before. October 1st—less than a month from this date, awl probably lens than ton days from the time you receive this, KII I hut all your anxiety about me will be at an end. I do not
* This reference la to himuclf.our horses killed and four wounded.
